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The Zimbabwe Defence Forces 
and the country was robbed of an 
illustrious soldier and military 

strategist following the death of the 
Commander Zimbabwe National Army, 
Lieutenant General Edzai Absalom 
Chanyuka Chimonyo at the Avenues 
Clinic in Harare on 8 July 2021.  The late 
Lieutenant General Chimonyo, whose 
Chimurenga name was Edzai Mabhunu, 
succumbed to cancer of the lungs. 
He was 68.
Born on 7 November 1952 in the then 
Umtali to Rindai Elias Chimonyo and 
Erinah Chimonyo (nee Mbanje), the late 
Lieutenant General Chimonyo was the 
first born in a family of two with his 
young brother Gilbert. He attended 
Zhaware Primary School where he did 
Sub A to Standard Six from 1963 to 1969 
before proceeding to St Phil ips 
Secondary School for his Ordinary 
Level from 1969 to 1972.
Upon comple t ion  of  secondary 
educa t i on ,  L i eu t enan t  Gene ra l 
Chimonyo moved to then Salisbury 
where he got a job at Kodak in 1973. The 
miserable working conditions he 
experienced at the white owned 
company impelled him to leave the 
country to join the liberation struggle. In 
1974, he crossed the border into 
Mozambique through Machipanda into 
Manica Province. He moved to Zambia 

and later on to Tanzania where he 
started Guerrilla Warfare Training at 
Mgagao in 1975. After training he 
returned to Mozambique from where 
he was deployed to Gaza Province as a 
Sectorial Commander in early 1976. 
He is credited for having opened up 
ZANLA Forces' Sector 2 during that 
period. 
Following his successful military 
exploits in Gaza Province, Lieutenant 
General Chimonyo was recalled to 
Chimoio where he was reassigned into 
the security department working 
closely with General Tongogara. He 
was later promoted to become a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  Z A N L A H i g h 
Command in 1978 and subsequently 
became ZANU's Deputy Chief 
Representative and Military Attaché to 
Zambia. He held that appointment until 
independence in  1980.  During 
ceasefire, the late Lieutenant General 
Chimonyo was  ca l led  back  to 
Mozambique and reported to General 
Tongogara where he was tasked to 
commence preparation for integration. 
He was travelling in the same convoy 

with General Tongogara when they were 
returning home from Mozambique in 
December 1979. It was during that 
journey that Lieutenant General 
Chimonyo witnessed the fateful 
accident which claimed the life of 
General Tongogara. He is remembered 
for having been the first person to open 
the door of the vehicle in which General 
Tongogara was travelling at the time of 
the fatal accident.
On returning home after independence, 
Cde Edzai Mabhunu was attested into 
the ZNA on 1 November 1980 as a 
Brigadier General. He was appointed 
Brigadier General Liaison responsible 
for the integration of the three warring 
armies ZANLA, ZPRA and Rhodesian 
forces.  At the end of 1982, he was 
a p p o i n t e d  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l 
Administration at Army Headquarters. 
On 1 August 1984, he was appointed 
Commander 1 Infantry Brigade taking 
o v e r  f r o m  G e n e r a l  D r  ( R e t d ) 
Cons tan t ino  Domin ic  Guvheya 
Nyikadzino Chiwenga. 
In 1995, Lieutenant General Chimonyo 
was promoted to the rank of Major 
Gene ra l  and  was  subsequen t ly 
appointed Chief of Staff Logistics. On 1 
March 1999, he was appointed Chief of 
Staff Operations and it was during his 
stint that most battles of Operation 

S o v e r e i g n  L e g i t i m a c y  i n  t h e 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
were fought and won.
H e  w a s  t o  h o l d  o t h e r  v a r i o u s 
appointments in the Army until January 
2 0 0 8  w h e n  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d 
Zimbabwe's Ambassador to Tanzania, 
exchanging military fatigues for 
diplomatic etiquette. He remained in 
that appointment until he was recalled to 
take over as the Commander Zimbabwe 
National Army in 2017. 
Speaking at his burial at the National 
Heroes Acre on 12 July 2021, the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Zimbabwe 
Defence Forces, President Emmerson 
Dambudzo Mnangagwa described the 
late Lieutenant General Chimonyo as 
“belonging to a rare breed of freedom 
fighters whose contribution to the 
independence of Zimbabwe will forever 
be etched in the nation's collective 
memory.”
Various service chiefs who had an 
opportunity to work with the Lieutenant 
General Chimonyo spoke glowingly 
about his exploits as a firm soldier and 
principled diplomat who always put 
national interests ahead of everything 
else. 
The Commander Defence Forces, 
General Philip Valerio Sibanda said in 
Lieutenant General Chimonyo, the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces had lost a 
soldier par excellence whose exploits 
were second to none and would be 
difficult to replace.
T h e  C o m m a n d e r  A i r  F o r c e  o f 
Zimbabwe (AFZ), Air Marshal Elson 
Moyo, who was appointed to the helm of 
AFZ during the same period that 
Lieutenant General Chimonyo was 
appointed Commander ZNA, said the 
late national hero was a principled man 
who was full of wisdom and always 
wanted the best for the ZDF.
Commissioner General of the Prisons 
and Correctional Services (ZPCS), 
Moses Chihobvu who once worked 
under Lieutenant General Chimonyo as 
a junior officer at 1 Infantry Brigade 
before switching to ZPCS, said the late 
hero was a humble and firm commander.
The late Lieutenant General Chimonyo 
who is survived by five children and four 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e 
remembered by many as a selfless cadre 
w h o  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  Z i m b a b w e 
prospering. 

Staff Writer

ZNA Mourns its Astute Commander

The late Commander ZNA Lieutenant 
General Chimonyo.
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he National Mine Clearance TSquadron (NMC), which is 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  d e m i n i n g 

activities in Dumisa, Chiredzi South, 
has been hailed by locals for its 
continued benevolence through 
rendering medical assistance to 
members of that local community.  
Officer Commanding NMC, Major 
Bulalani Zibuyeni highlighted that 
offering free medical assistance to the 
local community enhances existing 
mutual relations between the squadron 
and the locals. 
“Throughout the ages, wars are fought 
in different ways. These include 
conventional Warfare, Cyber Warfare, 
Law Intensity Operations, among 
others. To effectively win these wars, 

you must win the hearts and minds of 
the local community. As such, we will 
continue to assist the people in our 
vicinity so that we build strong ties 
with them,” Major Zibuyeni said.
H e  f u r t h e r  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t 
undertaking community assistance 
initiatives has enabled community 
participation in demining activities, 
particularly through non-technical 
surveys.
The NMC Medical Platoon Assistant 
Regimental Medical Officer, Staff 
Sergeant Chipanera Mugove Ignatius 
said they attend to at least 20 patients a 
day at their makeshift clinic, which he 
said is always well-resourced in terms 
of drug availability.
Locals who spoke to the ZNA 

Magazine said they greatly appreciate 
the free medical assistance they are 
getting from the ZNA through the 
NMC Medical Platoon.
Medical Outreach is one of the 
community assistance initiatives the 
ZNA consistently undertakes as part of 
its Military Aid to Civil Communities. 
U n d e r  t h i s  p r o g r a m m e ,  t h e 
organisation has also constructed 
c l i n i c s ,  b r i d g e s  a n d  s c h o o l 
infrastructure in various communities 
around the country.

Deminers Assist Dumisa 
Communities
Isau Njereka
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Besides offering mine clearance services, the National Mine Clearance Squadron also serves as a medical outreach 
post for locals in Dumisa and surrounding areas.





ntensified Joint Border Control Ioperations by the country's 
security forces in Beitbridge have 

proved effective with the forces 
managing to intercept and recover 
smuggled goods worth thousands of 
dollars.  In one such operation, 
conducted at Pandemine Base, which 
is about 25km east of Beitbridge 
Border Post during the first week of 
May 2021, the security forces 
intercepted a group of smugglers as 
they were ferrying their contraband 
across the Limpopo River from South 
Africa into Zimbabwe. 
The smugglers were taken by surprise 
when a helicopter suddenly hovered 
above them as they were crossing the 
dry Limpopo River bed. Some of the 
smugglers were using donkey drawn 
carts and vehicles to transport the 
goods. There was panic and confusion 
as the smugglers disappeared into the 
forest, leaving an assortment goods all 
over the riverbed on the Zimbabwean 
side.

The patrolling team managed to 
recover the goods which were later 
surrendered to Zimbabwe Revenue 
Authority officials in the border town 
for revenue assessment and collection 
from the owners, who sometimes 
come to lay claim to some of the 
goods. 
Another dawn attack was successfully 
carried out at the same base two days 
later and again a similar assortment of 
goods ,  inc luding 80 boxes  of 
cigarettes were recovered. 
From the raids done so far, Pandemine 
has proved to be the hub of illegal 
activities mainly due to the fact that, at 
this time of the year, the Limpopo 
River is dry and people are now 
crossing with ease, free from the fear 
of crocodiles and hippopotamus found 
during the rainy season. 
Meanwhile, as a follow up to previous 
joint operations between the security 
forces of Zimbabwe and their South 
African counterparts, more such joint 
operations continue to be conducted to 

curb the illegal activities at the border 
post as well as along the Limpopo 
River. 
So far,  two joint coordinating 
meetings, co-chaired by Assistant 
Commissioner George Mugonda and 
Colonel Philip Mukwevho who 
represented Zimbabwe and South 
Africa respectively, were held at 
Mussina Police Station in South 
Africa.
The objectives of the meetings were to 
come up with a jointly coordinated 
platform that would promote joint 
operational programmes between the 
two countries in order to curb all 
illegal activities across the two 
countries' border. 
It was unanimously agreed that joint 
weekly operations would continue to 
be carried out at the border post by 
secur i ty  fo rces  f rom the  two 
neighbouring countries to weed out 
any criminals from the Border Post 
and along the Limpopo River.

Intensified Border Control Operations 
Help Recover Smuggled Goods
Francis Chanduru
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Border jumpers disembarking from a truck they were using to evade immigration officials at Beitbridge Border Post recently.





he construction of a barrack Troom block at Fothergill 
Island, Lake Kariba by Dumisa 

Investment, which is owned by Mr 
Andy Lowe came as a major boost for 
the Zimbabwe National Army in its 
q u e s t  t o  p r o v i d e  d e c e n t 
accommodation for Commando 
Regiment troops deployed on anti-
poach ing  and  an t i - smugg l ing 
operations in and around Lake Kariba. 
In his  acceptance speech at  a 
ceremony held at Fothergill Island, 
Brigadier General Quartermaster 
Staff, Brigadier General Francis 
Chakauya said the donation came at 
the right time when the ZNA was 
trying by all means to curb poaching 
and smuggling of contraband along 
the country's borders. “This donation 
is a clear testimony of the co-operation 
between the ZNA and the private 
sector in fighting criminal activities in 
the country. We really appreciate your 
support to the Army.” 

Brigadier General Chakauya said 
accommodation challenges that were 
being faced by the deployed troops on 
operation “Restore Heritage” were 
now a thing of the past. He added that 
safeguarding the country's natural 
resources and wildlife was a crucial 
operation for the country as it helps to 
promote security of the national 
heritage. 
“Before the ZNA was deployed at this 
Island, a total of 250 elephant 
carcasses were discovered due to 
poach ing  ac t iv i t i es .  Cr imina l 
activities had become rampant thereby 
negatively affecting the inflow of 
revenue into the country's coffers,” he 
said.
The Commanding Officer Commando 
Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Fanuel 
Muzerengwa expressed gratitude for 
the kind gesture from Mr Lowe. He 
assured him that he was going to 
personally ensure that the barrack was 
well maintained. 

In his handover speech, Mr Lowe said 
the main reason for constructing the 
block was to promote public-private 
partnerships between his company 
and the ZNA in curbing poaching of 
both wildlife and fish in Lake Kariba 
and its islands.
“The protection of Lake Kariba's 
islands is everyone's responsibility. 
This will enable us to promote tourism 
in the country. We want our country to 
become the safest tourist destination 
in the world,” Mr Lowe said.

The block, which is worth more than 
US$45 000.00, has the capacity to 
accommodate six soldiers and has a 
fitted kitchen with a gas stove, a toilet 
and a bathroom. It is powered by a 
self-sustained solar plant for lighting 
purposes and is surrounded by an 
electric fence to protect troops from 
wild animals. 

Andrew Chimedza

Local Company Donates Barrack Room 
Block for Deployed Troops 
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Brigadier General Francis Chakauya posing for a photo with Dumisa Investment proprietor, Mr Andy Lowe whose company 
constructed a barrack room for troops in Fothergill Island, Kariba on 01 June 2021.



echanised Brigade has Mjoined hands with well-
meaning corporate entities 

in efforts to re-green the environment 
through the establishment of a tree 
nursery project at 1 Mechanised 
Battalion. The project is meant to 
provide a nursery for both fruit and 
non-fruit trees as well as create a hub 
through which members of the 
formation will hone their nursery 
management skills. The venture is 
being done in partnership with 
Nyaradzo Life Assurance's Friends of 
the Environment (FOTE) and the 
Forestry Commission of Zimbabwe.
Staff Sergeant Nyaude Innocent, who 
is the Project Manager said he had 
acquired practical exposure through 
the project. “I attained the National 
Certificate in Agriculture at Kaguvi 
College but lacked practical exposure. 
Through this project and lessons that 
have been conducted so far, I am now 
fully equipped with the requisite 
knowledge to do grafting and budding, 
a m o n g  o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s  a n d 
procedures,” he said.
For Staff Sergeant Madyangove 
Dennis, the project has been an eye 
opener. “I attended both practical and 
theoretical lessons on the management 

of trees. As a result, I am now able to go 
and impart the knowledge I gained to 
my community and help change lives,” 
he said.
Private Moyo Nokukhanya paid 
tribute to the formation for coming up 
with the initiative. “I never anticipated 
that the Army will impart life skills to 
me but I have gained a lot from this 
project. I thank the commanders for 
such an opportunity and hope to make 
a difference in my community through 
environmental management,” she said.
The formation has to date received 
seedlings, reading material and 
training for members on nursery 
management from the Forestry 
Commission of Zimbabwe. On the 
other hand, Nyaradzo Life Assurance's 
Friends of the Environment has also 
provided seeds and seedl ings , 
constructed a greenhouse shed, sunk 
and installed a solar powered borehole 
and a water tank. FOTE also installed a 
security fence around the greenhouse 
shed. The Environmental Management 
Agency (EMA) also assisted by testing 
the borehole water free of charge.
The Chief of Staff Administration 
Staff, Major General Paul Chima 
visited the formation on 18 May 2021 
to familiarise himself with the project. 

In his remarks on the work done so far 
he said, “This is a good project that 
compliments efforts to fight against 
climate change. If all formations and 
units can have such projects, we can 
make a meaningful impact on efforts to 
conserve the environment.”  
In his address during the launch of the 
project, the Commander Mechanised 
Brigade, Brigadier General Thomas 
Bvunzai Mlambo assured members 
that there were numerous benefits to be 
derived from the project. “Among 
other positive spill-over benefits from 
the project are the setting-up of 
woodlo ts  and  orchards  as  the 
formation shall donate some of the 
seedlings to other units and the local 
community during the national tree 
planting days,” said Brigadier General 
Mlambo.
Currently, there are 5302 mango 
plants, 851 Eucalyptus, 200 Musekesa, 
938 Golden Juranda, 2025 Avocado 
and 135 Musawu among a variety of 
many other seedlings. There is also an 
assortment of herbs in the nursery. 

Mechanised Brigade Embarks on 
Tree Nursery Project
Josphat Yorodani
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Mechanised Brigade troops working on a tree nursery project at the Formation Headquarters on 18 May 2021.



rigadier General General BStaff, Brigadier General 
Steven Gwekwerere has 

called on the Zimbabwe Engineer 
Corps artisans to acquaint themselves 
with current developments in their 
fields of specialty to improve their 
workmanship and technical skills.
Brigadier General Gwekwerere said 
this while officially opening a two-
d a y  a n n u a l  E n g i n e e r  U n i t 
Commanders' Conference held at 
Z i m b a b w e  E n g i n e e r  C o r p s 
Directorate at Josiah Magama 
Tongogara Barracks on 16 and 17 
June 2021.
“As tradesmen you should consider 
expanding the scope of your technical 
expertise by way of diversified 
training, opening up frontiers in 
previously uncharted but relevant 
fields like project management, tiling, 
architectural designing, thatching, 
fencing and real estate evaluating 

among others, to keep in sync with 
global trends.” 
He warned the artisans to guard 
against the temptation to steal 
materials meant for construction 
projects saying this affected the 
quality of work. “This is crucial at all 
levels to avoid the now notorious tag 
of poor technical workmanship that of 
late has become a very serious 
conce rn  fo r  eve ryone  i n  t he 
organisation. To show the seriousness 
of this problem, the late Commander 
ZNA Lieutenant General Edzai 
Absalom Chanyuka Chimonyo 
ordered an inquiry to investigate the 
poor workmanship within the 
organisation among other community 
assistance projects.” 
The Brigadier General General Staff 
commended the National Mine 
Clearance Squadron for continuing to 
carry out demining operations at the 
Crooks Corner to Sango Boarder Post 

Minefield along the Mozambican 
border, and at Lusulu in Matabeleland 
North province.
“The Commander ZNA is well aware 
of the hard work and commitment that 
you are exhibiting in your demining 
efforts. I urge you to continue 
steadfastly executing your tasks with 
utmost diligence in order to project 
and uphold the good image of the 
Zimbabwe Engineer Corps,” he said.
Brigadier General Gwekwerere 
acknowledged the challenges the 
Corps was facing adding that they 
were emanating from the prevailing 
economic hardships in the country. 
He highlighted that a board had been 
set up to review the Zimbabwe 
Engineer Corps establishment with a 
view to adequately cater for the 
C o r p s '  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e 
dynamically changing organisation.

Staff Reporter

Improve Workmanship, Zimbabwe 
Engineer Artisans Urged
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Brigadier General General Staff, Brigadier General Steven Gwekwerere being introduced to Zimbabwe Engineer Corps officers 
before the official opening of the Engineer Unit Commanders' Conference on 16 June 2021.



he Commander-in-Chief of TZimbabwe Defence Forces, 
His Excellency President 

Emmerson Mnangagwa has called on 
newly commissioned officers to be 
wary of cyber threats posed by new 
information technologies and the 
internet. President Mnangagwa said 
this at the commissioning parade of 
138 officer cadets at a colourful 
graduation ceremony held at the 
Zimbabwe Military Academy on 28 
May 2021. 
President Mnangagwa told the 
graduands that  the world was 
changing with accelerating speed, 
s o m e t h i n g  h e  s a i d  p r e s e n t e d 
opportunities as well as new dangers 
and threats. “You are graduating into a 
world where many of the old ways of 
doing business don't hold up, more so 
in the aftermath of the painful and 
ongoing impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Cyber and social media 
threats, cross border crime and 
terrorism are also before us. These 

have far reaching direct and indirect 
consequences to our internal peace, 
security, economic wellbeing and 
national interests and must therefore 
remain on the radar of the country's 
security establishments,” he said.
He called on members of the ZDF to 
remain resolute in the defence of the 
country. “No one can tell what the 
future holds for us. It is my expectation 
that officers, men and women of the 
ZDF remain capable and skilful 
guarantors of our sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, national peace, 
security and interests,” said President 
Mnangagwa.
He urged the ZDF to harness the 
graduands' diverse technological 
skills and competencies to innovate 
and develop products for use in 
various sectors of the economy.  He 
called on the ZMA in partnership with 
the Midland State University to 
broaden the scope of the officer cadets' 
studies in line with contemporary 
trends in the field of military education 

and human capital development. 
He further urged the graduands to 
remain disciplined, hardworking and 
dedicated to duty.  “As you begin your 
military careers, may you always draw 
strength and inspiration from the 
tenacity and will power that saw you 
complete this demanding course,” said 
President Mnangagwa. 
The 18 months' course covered Field 
Craft, Map Reading, Range Work, 
Low Intensity Operations, amongst 
many others. The students also 
experienced how to command troops 
and conduct live firing during tactical 
exercises such as Ngoro Yemoto. The 
cadets also went for Adventure 
Training in Nyanga and Kariba where 
they were exposed to harsh climatic 
and environmental conditions. The 
traditional study tours to liberation 
war shrines in Mozambique and 
Zambia could not be undertaken due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Christopher Padzala

President Mnangagwa Commissions Officer Cadets
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The Commander-in-Chief of the Zimbabwe Defence Forces, President Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa receiving a token 
of appreciation after officiating at the graduation ceremony at the Zimbabwe Military Academy on 29 May 2021.



he Zimbabwe National Army has Tremained dedicated to training 
with members undertaking 

various military courses despite the 
challenges brought about by the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic 
which hit the world in December 2019. 
Since the beginning of 2021, several 
courses have continued to be run at 
different formations, units and training 
institutions, some of which have since 
graduated. The courses are in line with 
the Commander ZNA, Lieutenant 
General Edzai Absalom Chanyuka 
Chimonyo's Training Directive for 
2021. The following news briefs outline 
some of the courses that graduated 
recently:
Junior Staff Course Number 75 
Graduates
The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 
of Defence and War Veterans Affairs, 
Ambassador Mark Grey Marongwe, 
r e p r e s e n t e d  M i n i s t e r  O p p a h 
Muchinguri- Kashiri to officiate at the 
graduation ceremony for Junior Staff 
Course Number 75 on 04 June 2021.
Speaking at the ceremony, Ambassador 
Marongwe urged the college to continue 

researching on issues relating to national 
security in view of the ever-changing 
global geo-political environment. He 
a p p l a u d e d  t h e  c o l l e g e  f o r  i t s 
commitment in ensuring that set 
objectives were achieved, regardless of 
the tight fiscal space aggravated by the 
effects of illegal economic sanctions 
imposed by former colonial masters and 
their allies.
He said  as  a  resul t  of  t ra ining 
programmes such as those undertaken at 
the Zimbabwe Staff College, the 
Z i m b a b w e  D e f e n c e  F o r c e s ' 
professionalism and aptitude continued 
to be celebrated regionally and the world 
over.
Junior Staff Corse Number 75 is the third 
course to graduate at the college since 
the Junior Division relocated to 
Magunje Barracks in Karoi in January 
2020.
Joint Graduation of Company Group 
Commanders' Course and Platoon 
Commanders' Course
The Company Group Commanders' 
Course and Platoon Commanders' 
Course jointly graduated at All Arms 
Battle School in Nyanga on 4 June 2021. 

Officiating at the graduation ceremony, 
the Chief of Staff General Staff, Major 
General David Sigauke urged the 
graduands to turn what they had learnt 
during the course into practice. “Now 
that you are equipped with the requisite 
practical skills, I call upon you to apply 
the knowledge gained to the best of your 
ability and transform challenges into 
opportunities not only for yourselves as 
commanders, but for all the troops under 
y o u r  c o m m a n d .  T h e  t r a i n i n g 
programme you have just completed 
was specifically designed to develop 
your competence, confidence levels and 
initiatives in complexities associated 
with wartime eventualities,” said Major 
General Sigauke. 
He acknowledged the school's efforts in 
achieving gender balance as evidenced 
by the increase in the number of female 
graduands. “The marked increase on the 
enrollment of female students on these 
two courses testifies that the Zimbabwe 
N a t i o n a l  A r m y  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t 
i m p o r t a n c e  i n  a ff o r d i n g  e q u a l 
opportunities for all its members,” he 
said.
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A graduand of the Equitation Riding Course, Second Lieutenant Kim Nyatondo being conferred with a sabre badge while 
Colonel Staff Duties, Colonel Lloyd Mutsvangwa looks on.



n fulfillment of the Commander IZimbabwe National  Army's 
Training Directive for 2021, 4 

Infantry Brigade conducted the 
Internal Security Operations Seminar 
from 07-09 April 2021. The seminar 
was held under the theme, “Internal 
Security in Enhancing National 
Economic Development” .  The 
theme, resonated well with the 
Zimbabwe National Army's obligation 
of creating a secure environment for 
achieving sustainable socio-economic 
development.
In his opening remarks for the 
seminar, Chief of Staff General Staff, 
Major General David Sigauke said the 
seminar comes at a time when the 
nature of internal security threats in 
the twenty first century continues to 
evolve and require the Zimbabwe 
National Army to prepare for such 
related exigencies. 
“You are always expected to prepare 
yourselves, both physically and 
mentally, in anticipation of the 
training tasks as specified by the 

Commander Zimbabwe National 
Army in his 2021 Training Directive. 
Peacetime demands that we commit 
all our efforts and manpower and 
material resources towards training. 
As the adage says, 'To Prepare for 
Peace, Study War'. We must draw 
motivation from this and rally behind 
that demand by holding seminars of 
this nature,” he said.
Major General Sigauke said it was 
important to note that technology is 
always developing and training should 
be able to match these contemporary 
changes in order to remain relevant in 
future operations. “Training must be 
dynamic to cope with contemporary 
tactics and strategies. Superiority in 
numbers does not determine the 
outcome of military engagements, 
battles or campaigns. Gone are the 
days when battles or wars were won by 
the force that enjoyed superior 
numerical strength,” the Chief of Staff 
said.
On the political front, Major General 
Sigauke chronicled why the country is 

under siege from Western powers who 
have imposed illegal sanctions on the 
country. “The ultimate aim is to make 
the population revolt against the 
legitimate government. We should not 
lose focus, there is need for continuous 
guidance and the military as the last 
line of defence should train thoroughly 
to counter any possible threats either 
convectional or unconventional,” he 
said.
The Seminar covered a wide range of 
topics, such as Planning and Conduct 
of Internal Security Operations, 
Military Operations Other Than War, 
Roles of Special Forces in Internal 
Security Operations, Roles of the 
Media, Air Support in Internal 
Security Operations, among others. 
Presenters were drawn from ZNA and 
AFZ. At the end of the seminar the 
participants came up with well thought 
out resolutions and recommendations 
that are vital towards the molding of a 
robust and hard hitting modern army.

Staff Reporter
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Officers following proceedings during the Internal Security Operations seminar at Headquarters 4 Infantry 
Brigade on 7 April 2021.



The Specia l 
F o r c e s 
T r a i n i n g 

S c h o o l  ( S F T S ) 
w h i c h  w a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n 
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1 
recently held its 
i n a u g u r a l 
g r a d u a t i o n 
ceremony which 
s a w  g r a d u a n d s 
demonstrating their 
n e w l y  a c q u i r e d 
skills first at Wafa 
Wa f a  T r a i n i n g 
Camp and then Boat 
Regiment in Kariba. 
The ceremony saw a 
total of 35 students 
drawn from special 
forces regiments 
and selected units 
r e c e i v i n g 
certificates and awards in Basic 
Tracking and Basic Life Saving courses. 
The recently established school is 
t e m p o r a r i l y  s t a t i o n e d  a t  O n e 
Commando Regiment waiting to 
relocate to a yet to be identified 
permanent location.
Addressing graduates of the two courses 

and senior Army Officers at Boat 
Regiment in Kariba recently, Brigadier 
General Training, Brigadier General 
Ephias Mahachi said the two courses 
which ran concurrently for six weeks 
were of utmost importance in all phases 
of war. “I am happy that you have made 
history for the SFTS since you are the 
fi r s t  n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d 

c o m m i s s i o n e d 
officers to benefit 
from this school,” 
s a i d  B r i g a d i e r 
General Mahachi.
He underlined the 
importance of the 
Basic Tracking and 
Basic Life Saving 
Courses, saying they 
were essential during 
L o w  I n t e n s i t y 
Operations where 
troops were likely to 
e n c o u n t e r  w a t e r 
obstacles that could 
hinder the progress 
of such operations. 
Brigadier General 
Mahachi implored 
the troops to continue 
training through such 
courses and advance 
in career courses that 

also give them the chance to be 
promoted to the next higher ranks.
The Commandant SFTS Lieutenant 
Colonel Coster Maisiri promised to 
continue working hard to produce 
knowledgeable students in terms of 
skills training and ensure that the school 
is run professionally.
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Inaugural Graduation at Special Forces Training School

Young Officers' Course
Eighty-one junior officers completed the 
Young Officers' Course at 53 Infantry 
Battalion in Battlefields on 14 May 2021. 
The graduation ceremony was officiated 
by the Chief of Staff Quartermaster Staff, 
Major General Hlanganani Dube. The 
graduands were drawn from across the 
Zimbabwe National Army formations, 
units and corps. 
In a speech at the graduation ceremony, 
Major General Dube congratulated the 
graduands for their positive attitude 
towards the course and encouraged them 
to go and use the knowledge gained from 
the  course  to  profess ional ly  and 
effectively discharge their duties. “I 
encourage you to showcase your newly 
acquired expertise and capacity to catapult 
your progression in the organisation and 
also for the benefit of your units, 
formations, the ZNA and the ZDF as a 
whole.”
Major General Dube commended the 
Commander 5 Infantry Brigade, Brigadier 
General Simo Maseko, Commanding 
Officer 53 Infantry Battalion Training 

Satellite, Lieutenant Colonel Conrad 
Makazhe, and staff for their positive 
efforts in the success of the course as 
reflected by the course's pass rate. 
Joint Graduation at Zimbabwe School 
of Infantry
The Chief of Staff Quartermaster Staff, 
Major General Hlanganani Dube has 
called on graduands of multiple courses 
run at at the Zimbabwe School of Infantry 
during the first half of 2021 to remain 
disciplined and loyal to the country. 
The courses which jointly graduated at a 
colourful parade at the school included the 
Senior Management Course, Platoon 
Sergeant Instructors' Tactics Course, 
Battalion Support Weapons, Small Arms 
Instructors' Course and Squad Drill 
Instructors Course among others.
“You should desist from any forms of 
indiscipline that may tarnish the image of 
the organisation as such activities will not 
be tolerated and those found on the wrong 
side of the law will be dealt with severely,” 
he said.
The Chief of staff urged soldiers continue 
the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic 

which has wreaked havoc the world over, 
causing many deaths and disrupting a 
number of activities. 
Pre-deployment Deminers' Course 
Held
A total of 43 deminers graduated with 
certificates after successfully completing a 
four-week International Humanitarian 
Demining Course at Mafunjwa Base near 
Dumisa in Chiredzi. The course was 
meant to prepare the deminers for a three-
year demining operations deployment 
along the Zimbabwe-Mozambique border, 
from Crooks Corner to Sango Border Post.
Speaking at the graduation ceremony, 
Commanding Officer 1 Engineer Support 
Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Zhurunawo urged the deminers to adhere 
to basic demining principles to avoid 
casualties and any unfortunate incidents. 
“The purpose of this training is to certify 
you that you are qualified deminers and it 
is through training that you get refined for 
the demining job.” 

Brigadier General Ephias Admire Mahachi getting a briefing on equipment 
used by the Commandos during the Special Forces inaugural graduation in 
Kariba on 05 June 2021.
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He said demining was one of the ZNA's 
top priorities in order to rid the 
country's borders of the deadly 
landmines. Currently the National 
Mine Clearance Squadron has managed 
to clear plus or minus 53km of the 
primary minefield.
Equitation Riding Course - 44 Sabres 
Graduate
Fourty four students graduated as 
sabres at a ceremony held at Amoth 
Norbert Chingombe Barracks. The 
ceremony was presided over by 
Colonel Staff Duties, Colonel Lloyd 
Mutsvangwa.
Officiating at the graduation ceremony 
to mark the end of the course, Colonel 
Mutsvangwa urged the graduands to 
remain focused,  show mil i tary 
discipline, loyalty and resoluteness. 

“You are to take special note of the fact 
that the ultimate strength of a nation lies 
in its national character wrought from 
men and women with the zeal to defend 
their country at any cost hence the 
whole essence of training,” he said.
 “I beseech you to make maximum use 
of the knowledge that you acquired 
during the course for the betterment of 
this regiment, the organisation and the 
nation at large.” he said.
Administrative Courses 
The Administrative Officers' Course 
and Administration Clerks' Course, run 
at Pay Corps Training School graduated 
on 30 April 2021 and 27 March 2021, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y.  S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
graduation ceremony of Administrative 
Officers' Course, the Director Army 
Internal Audit Directorate, Colonel 

Pasipanodya Zhou urged the graduands 
to uphold integrity and execute their 
duties in a manner that boosts troops 
morale. He implored the graduands to 
b e  p r o fi c i e n t  a n d  c o m p e t e n t 
administrators who were able to make 
appropriate deductions and give correct 
advice to commanders at all levels.
Officiating at the graduation ceremony 
of Administration Clerks' Course, Staff 
O ffi c e r  ( G r a d e  O n e )  C a r e e r s , 
Lieutenant Colonel Shepherd Nkomo 
called on the graduands to refrain from 
malpractices when conducting their 
duties. Lieutenant Colonel Nkomo said 
effective and efficient administration 
always had a bearing on troops morale.

 total of 35 Officers and Non-ACommissioned Members were 
confe r red  wi th  the  e l i t e 

Presidential Guard Brigade colours by 
Commander  Pres ident ia l  Guard 
Brigade, Brigadier General Fidelis 
Mhonda after completing a six-week 
Induction Course. The course was 
conducted for newly posted members of 
the formation at 2 Presidential Guard 
Battalion, Dzivarasekwa Barracks in 
Harare.

Speaking at the graduation ceremony, 
Brigadier General Mhonda said the aim 
of the Induction Course was to acquaint 
t h e  n e w l y  p o s t e d  m e m b e r s                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
with the nature of the Presidential Guard 
operations and the general conduct of 
their day to day duties.
The Induction Course covered subjects 
such as Roles and Organisation of 
Presidential Guard Brigade, Escort and 
Very Very Important People Protection 
Duties, Civil Military Relations, Foot 

and Arms Drill, Security and Crime 
Awareness, among others.
Brigadier General Mhonda urged the 
graduands to always remain disciplined, 
loyal and patriotic adding that their 
turnout must always be on point.
The course, which commenced on 4 
January 2021 and ended on 5 February 
2021, was composed of 13 Officers and 
22 Non-Commissioned Members.

Staff Reporter
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Inductees Conferred with Presidential Guard Colours

Newly posted and inducted members proudly putting on the coveted golden beret at Dzivarasekwa Barracks.



T
he Commander-in-Chief of the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces, President 
Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa 

promoted eight colonels to the rank of 
brigadier general between July 2020 and April 
2021 depending on each individual general 
officer's pending date of retirement.
The promotions were in terms of Section 3 (a) 
of Statutory Instrument 257 of 2020 in 
conjunction with Section 15 (1)(b) of the 
Defence Act (Chapter 11:02), which stipulates 
that a commissioned officer of the rank of 
Colonel or Group Captain or equivalent ranks 
who intends to retire be promoted to the next 
higher rank of Brigadier General or Air 
Commodore or the equivalent ranks in other 
uniformed forces,  six months before 
retirement.
Brigadier generals David Charasika, Eliot 
Shoko, Paul Ngadze, Amon Hasha Mhlanga, 
Amos Svovanepasi, Phillip Dikinya, Evison 
Nyamangodo and Richard Huchu, were 
decorated in the new rank on Thursday, 22 
April at an investiture ceremony held at Josiah 
Magama Tongogara Barracks.
The Commander Zimbabwe National Army, 
Lieutenant General Edzai Absalom Chanyuka 
Chimonyo who presided over the investiture 
ceremony commended the general officers for 
diligently executing their duties during their 
service in the ZNA.
“This event therefore marks the official 
recognition of your exemplary service to the 

nation in your various capacities. As we 
honour your illustrious service through today's 
promotion, you are to live up to the 
expectations of this distinct rank even in your 
retirement,” Lieutenant General Chimonyo 
said.
The Commander ZNA said he would not 
hesitate to second the generals to private and 
public organisations in capacities which range 
from management, advisory, think tank or 
directorship.
“Whilst this should not be misconstrued as 
insurance  tha t  you are  des t ined for 
employment in such capacity, if opportunities 

arise in the above areas, we will not hesitate to 
recommend you for such employment. I, 
therefore, challenge you to uphold the 
professionalism inculcated to you over the 
years in the event that you get appointed in any 
other institution upon retirement.” 
Speaking on behalf of the promoted generals, 
Brigadier General Nyamangodo said their 
retirement would allow junior officers to be 
elevated to higher ranks so that they can propel 
the Army forward. He further highlighted that 
they would remain loyal and dedicated to the 
country.   

Th e  r e c e n t 
relocation of 
the Zimbabwe 

Staff College Junior 
Division to Magunje 
Barracks in Karoi has 
proved to be a welcome 
development in the 
t r a in ing  o f  j un io r 
o ffi c e r s  f r o m  t h e 
Zimbabwe Defence 
F o r c e s  a n d  t h e 
S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Community region.
In an interview with the 
ZNA Magazine, the 
Chief Instructor Junior 
D iv i s ion ,  Co lone l 
Simon Beau Tsatsi 
r e fl e c t e d  o n  t h e 
d i v i s i o n ' s 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d 
challenges over the one 
and half years it has been in Magunje.
“Since our relocation in December 2019, the 
Junior Division has settled well in Magunje, 
hence our training has become very easy and 
successful. So far we have successfully 
t r a i n e d  t h r e e  c o u r s e s ,  a  c r e d i b l e 
achievement given the college's mandate 
and objectives and we are happy as a 
division. I would like to acknowledge the 
Commandant Zimbabwe Staff College's 

support and applaud the Directing and 
Administrative Staff for their commitment,” 
he said.
Colonel Tsatsi said the relocation of the 
divis ion to  Magunje  Barracks was 
necessitated by the need to clear the backlog 
of junior officers who had not yet done the 
Junior Staff Course. He also applauded the 
surrounding communities for their warm 
welcome, adding that this had helped 
establish and cement lasting relations with 

the Division. “I would like to 
applaud  the  sur rounding 
communities for their warm 
welcome and the resolute 
support that they render to us 
since our relocation to Magunje 
Barracks.” 
He bemoaned the outbreak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
which affected the country and 
the whole world since the 
beginning of 2020 saying it had 
adversely affected the division's 
programmes. “The division has 
not been spared by the effects of 
t h e  d e a d l y  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic as we were forced to 
adjust some of our programmes 
in line with measures to curb the 
spread of the disease,” he said.
Despite its successes, the 
division has, however, faced a 
number of challenges which 
Colonel Tsatsi said were being 

addressed at the appropriate level. He 
singled out logistical challenges for training 
exercises and programmes as well as the 
movement of outside presenters.
Established in 1983, the Zimbabwe Staff 
College Junior Division is one of the military 
training institutions responsible for training 
junior officers from the ZDF and allied 
countries in the SADC region and beyond. 

Reflections on the Zimbabwe Staff College Junior Division's Relocation to Magunje
Conelius Kotiwani 

Chief Instructor Junior Division, Colonel Simon Beau Tsatsi addressing 
students during an exercise in Magunje on 23 April 2021.

Eight Brigadier Generals Promoted On Retirement
Staff Reporter

The late Commander ZNA, Lieutenant General Edzai Absalom Chanyuka Chimonyo 
and Chiefs of Staff posing for a group photo with newly promoted brigadier generals 

at Army Headquarters.

Eight Brigadier Generals Promoted On Retirement

Reflections on the Zimbabwe Staff College Junior Division's Relocation to Magunje
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he Zimbabwe Defence Forces TBenefit Fund (ZDF BF) handed 
over 20 completed houses to 

beneficiaries in Mbizo 8 Extension, 
K w e k w e .  T h e  h o u s e s  w e r e 
constructed by the Benefit Fund as part 
of initiatives to provide decent 
accommodation to members of the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces. 
Officially handing over the houses to 
the beneficiaries on 21 May 2021, the 
Commander 5 Infantry Brigade, 
Brigadier General Simo Maseko said 
the housing project was one of many 
ZDF initiatives meant to improve the 
members' livelihoods. He added that 
accommodation remained a key basic 
need that contributes immensely to the 
development of the nation.
“We are gathered here at Mbizo 8 
Extension suburbs to witness yet 
another great milestone in which 20 
housing units are being handed over to 
beneficiaries. We might be handing 
over 20 houses today but on schedule 
are far more houses than that. The 
Fund will soon be embarking on Phase 
Two of the project adding more units. 
Further afield in the province, the ZDF 
BF is building more houses for the 
members. This is in line with the 

Government's National Development 
Strategy 1 which talks about housing 
for all,” said Brigadier General 
Maseko.
He urged beneficiaries to desist from 
the temptation of disposing the houses 
in a bid to raise quick money. “To those 
who have benefited today, take note 
that these houses are for your families. 
Do not dispose of the houses as a way 
of raising quick money. Remember 
that the few dollars so raised may be 
blown in a matter of minutes while a 
house in your possession is an asset for 
life,” he said.
Meanwhile, Commander Harare 
District, Colonel Charles Shumba also 
officially allocated 17 houses to Non-
C o m m i s s i o n e d  M e m b e r s  a t 
Dzivarasekwa Barracks on 07 May 
2021. The houses are part of the ZDF's 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
infras t ructure  current ly  being 
expanded throughout the country. The 
s e v e n - r o o m e d  h o u s e s  w e r e 
constructed by Army Engineer 
artisans for Non-Commissioned 
Members to ease accommodation 
challenges for members serving 
within greater Harare. Construction of 
the houses commenced in 2012 and to 

date a total of 140 houses have been 
succes s fu l l y  cons t ruc t ed  and 
occupied. Thirty more houses are 
currently under construction and are 
set to be completed by the end of this 
year. 
Speaking at the handover of the 
completed houses, Colonel Shumba 
sa id  he  was  p l eased  tha t  t he 
organisa t ion  has  success fu l ly 
completed construction of the houses 
which would go a long way in 
a m e l i o r a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
accommodation challenges for 
members. “I am really happy with this 
project and it is now your duty to 
ensure that these houses are always 
well maintained.”
One of the beneficiaries who requested 
anonymity, expressed gratitude to the 
Commanders saying the provision of 
decent accommodation to members 
always uplifted their livelihoods.
T h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  d e c e n t 
accommodation to every member of 
the force remains one of the ZNA's top 
priorities in its duty to improve social 
amenities for the troops. 

More Get Benefit Fund Houses
…as Commander Harare District Allocates Institutional Accommodation 

Trevor Sagota and Faith Kondo 
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Commander Harare District, Colonel Charles Shumba handing over a house to a beneficiary at Dzivarasekwa Barracks on 
07 May 2021 while District Sergeant Major, Warrant Officer Class One Method Moyo looks on. 



he Food Production Department TBoard Chairperson, Brigadier 
General Steven Gwekwerere 

says value addition is key to the growth 
of Army food production initiatives. 
Brigadier General Gwekwerere, who is 
also the Brigadier General General Staff 
said this after visiting farming projects 
at Headquarters 5 Infantry Brigade on 
18 March 2021 to assess productivity. 
He said there was need to consider 
introducing value addition so that the 
organisation could get more from its 
agricultural produce. “I am happy you 
are doing a very good work and there is 
improvement in many areas. However, I 
want to encourage you to continue 
working hard so that we achieve the best 
results. We need to look at value addition 
and weigh options on whether to deliver 
our grain to the Grain Marketing Board 
or process it on our own.” 
Briefing Brigadier General Gwekwerere 
during the visit, the Commander 5 
Infantry Brigade, Brigadier General 

Simo Maseko indicated that the 
formation was currently harvesting the 
maize crop which was planted on 320 
hectares. He said preparations for the 
winter wheat cropping season was 
already underway and the formation was 
planning to put 460 hectares under the 
crop. 
Meanwhile, Artillery Brigade Food 
Production Department is eyeing a 
bumper maize harvest this year 
following good rains during the 
2020/2021 farming season.  The 
Formation's Department has a thriving 
72 hectares maize crop at Balkiza Farm 
in Domboshava. Inputs were sourced 
from the Command Agricul ture 
Programme. 
Speaking after assessing the crop 
recently, the Commander Artillery 
Brigade, Brigadier General Sydney 
Chisichenyu Singizi said the abundant 
rains received throughout the country 
had raised farmers' hopes for a better 
yield. 

“The maize crop at Balkiza Farm is a 
sure and certain case of a bumper 
harvest. I am glad that our Food 
Production Department followed 
p r inc ip le s  and  we l l  ca l cu la t ed 
agricultural practices to ensure a good 
harvest. These practices included the 
application of agricultural lime after soil 
analysis and timely planting of the 
crop,” he said.
The Zimbabwe National Army Food 
Production Department (FPD)'s farming 
projects are proving to be a major game-
changer towards the organisation's food 
p rov i s ion .  A b ra inch i ld  o f  t he 
Commander Defence Forces, General 
Philip Valerio Sibanda, FPD came into 
being in 2016. Since its inception, the 
initiative continues to prove beyond 
doubt that the organisation can farm and 
produce enough to sustain itself.

Isaiah Ncube and Solomon Chinaka
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Brigadier General General Staff, Brigadier General Steven Gwekwerere receiving a field briefing during his visit to 
Headquarters 5 infantry Brigade farming projects on 18 March 2021.

Value Addition-a Game Changer in Army Food 
Production Projects



or Private Bhunu Pattison of 32 FInfantry Battalion in Rusape, 12 
September 2020 will forever remain 

etched in his mind after being involved in a 
horrific traffic accident along Chitungwiza 
Road, an accident that nearly claimed his 
life.
What started as a promising day with a short 
trip, ironically to Zororo Memorial Park near 
Chitungwiza, suddenly turned into his worst 
nightmare as the commuter omnibus he was 
travelling in burst its rear tyre before rolling 
several times rendering him unconscious for 
several hours. Had it not been for a quick 
witted Good Samaritan who ferried him to 
Flint Magama Barracks (formerly Kabrit 
Barracks) on discovering that he was a 
soldier after searching his pockets, today the 
story of Private Bhunu could have been 
different. He was later to be reffered to 2 
Referral Hospital at Josiah Magama 
Tongogara Barracks where he was given 
medical attention. 
After regaining consciousness at 2 Referral 
Hospital, Private Bhunu's worst fears were 
confirmed by Lieutenant Colonel Doctor 
Didymus Mutero who further ascertained 
that the left leg had broken into several 

pieces from the ankle to the toe. Suddenly, 
Bhunu was faced with a serious dilemma. 
His dilemma was not on whether he would 
ever walk again, but on how he would foot 
the unavoidable bills of specialised medical 
procedures that would follow and knock 
hard on his meagre financial resources.
Due to the seriousness of his condition, 
Private Bhunu was subsequently transferred 
to West End Hospital for an Open Reduction 
and Internal Fixation (ORIF) procedure. The 
ORIF is a delicate procedure that involves 
the insertion of several metal rods into a 
broken limb, to try to bring it to a semblance 
of its original condition. For the procedure, 
Bhunu was initially quoted a whopping 
RTGS$288 000 and as if that was not 
enough, a further RTGS$750 000 was 
needed for more subsequent operations. 
However, Private Bhunu's nightmare soon 
came to an end when he learnt that the Army 
was going to pay for all these astronomical 
medical bills.
“I would like to thank the Zimbabwe 
National Army for coming to my rescue. 
Otherwise I would have lost my leg had it not 
been for the Army's timely intervention. All 
along, I could not envisage that the 

organisation would go out of its way this far 
to help a Junior Non Commissioned Officer 
like me. Even my wife and relatives could 
not believe it when the money was paid. 
Special mention goes to Doctor Mutero who 
played a pivotal role in ensuring that I 
received the best medication available. To 
cap it all, all my medication is now being 
delivered home,” a thankful Private Bhunu 
said.
Private Bhunu, who is still on his recovery 
path while at home, also thanked Lieutenant 
Colonel Venancio Gotami, who has been 
providing him with transport to and from his 
place of residence in Waterfalls every time 
he wants to visit 2 Referral Hospital.
“Lieutenant Colonel Gotami saw me 
struggling to walk home and he is the one 
who has been providing me with transport to 
ferry me home every time I want to go for my 
routine checkups at 2 Referral Hospital. 
Without him, I don't know how I could have 
managed considering my condition,” he 
said.

Soldier Lauds Army after Medical Assistance
More Tirivashoma
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Private Bhunu Pattison receiving medical attention at 2 Referral Hospital on 12 May 2021





he Director Military Police, TColonel Collen Ncube has 
lamented reckless driving by 

some rowdy motorists which has 
caused injuries and deaths to many 
innocent people. Colonel Ncube was 
speaking while at Dzivarasekwa 
Barracks where he donated groceries 
to Sergeant Mbengo Armstrong who 
was injured in a hit and run accident 
while manning a security roadblock 
along Harare-Bulawayo Road on 22 
January 2021. 
Sergeant Mbengo was part of the 
Zimbabwe Military Police (ZMP) 
team assisting the Zimbabwe Republic 
P o l i c e  t o  en fo r ce  C O V ID - 1 9 
containment measures put in place by 
government in 2020.
“Sergeant Mbengo was a victim of 
irresponsible driving by one reckless 
motorist who did not even bother to 
stop and render assistance to his 
victim. Such rowdy road users have no 
place on our roads and they should be 
reminded that the long arm of the law 
will always catch up with them,” said 

Colonel Ncube.
C o l o n e l  N c u b e  e x p r e s s e d 
d ishear tenment  over  Sergeant 
Mbengo's fate saying he was shocked 
after receiving the accident report. “I 
wish Sergeant Mbengo a quick 
recovery and hope he will come back 
to enforce discipline within the 
organisation and the country at large. 
The Non-Commissioned (NCM) 
member is industrious and an effective 
military policeman. As such, he 
deserves meticulous support both 
mentally and socially,” he said.
Colonel Ncube said the Corps has 
taken measures to improve safety at 
roadblocks by increasing traffic 
control lights for visibility. He also 
appealed to members of the ZMP 
manning roadblocks to be vigilant at 
all times to guard against accidents 
caused by reckless driving.
“We have purchased more beacon 
lights for use at roadblock to enhance 
distinct visibility for the motorists. I 
urge all our members deployed at 
roadblocks during this pandemic to 

maintain maximum alertness so that 
they can identify these rogue motorists 
who disobey road traffic rules,” said 
Colonel Ncube. 
The donated groceries which Colonel 
Ncube handed over were bought from 
contributions made by members of the 
ZMP Directorate and Harare District 
Provost Company. The groceries 
comprised of 30 kilogrammes of 
mealie-meal, six litres of cooking oil, 
10  k i logrammes  o f  sugar,  10 
kilogrammes of rice and bathing soap 
among others.
Meanwhile, the driver of the vehicle 
that hit Sergeant Mbengo has since 
been apprehended and legal processes 
were being done to bring him before 
the courts. Following the accident, 
Sergeant Mbengo who was treated at 
Parirenyatwa Group of Hospitals has 
since been discharged and is using 
crutches as his leg is still recovering. 
His condition was now stable and was 
recovering well from his place of 
residence at Dzivarasekwa Barracks.

Nelias Shiri

Director Military Police Laments Reckless Driving 
on the Country's Roads 
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Director Military Police, Colonel Collen Ncube chatting with Sergeant Mbengo Armstrong at his home at 
Dzivarasekwa Barracks on 27 May 2021.



Weddings by nature 
a r e  j o y o u s 
occasions replete 

with glitz, glamour, pomp 
a n d  f a n f a r e .  M i l i t a r y 
weddings are in a class of 
their own as they follow the 
rich military traditions and 
etiquette.
Three military weddings 
were held, one in Harare and 
two in Bulawayo during the 
month of April. Enthusiastic 
A r m y  p e r s o n n e l  a p t l y 
showcased  th i s  un ique 
military tradition to leave 
those witnessing the events 
spellbound. 
In military style, Private Nkomo 
Artwell from 1 Infantry Brigade tied 
the  knot  wi th  h is  sweethear t , 
Ntombizile Ncube in Luveve in 
Bulawayo on 17 April 2021, while 
C o r p o r a l s  A b d u l  C h a i b u  o f 
Headquarters Bulawayo District and 
Loriencia Mamvundwi of Zimbabwe 
Signals Band wedded at Glengarry 

Gardens on 24 April 2021. Captain 
Edmond Chitubura of the Army 
Chaplains Directorate and his lovely 
wife, Eunice Chitubura joined hands 
in military style at Charles Gumbo 
Barracks in Harare on 24 April 2021.
In Luveve, Private Nkomo and 
Ntombizile's wedding procession 
almost brought business to a halt as 
bystanders waited to steal glimpses of 
the unique event. Music from the 

military band provided served to 
attract more and more crowds. 
The cutting of the cake, the 
exchange of the vows and 
s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e 
certificate under an arc of rifles 
were the toast of the occasion. 
For the Chaibus, entering into 
matrimony the military way was 
an experience that will always 
linger in their memories as it 
was a first for their friends and 
relatives to witness such a rare 
spectacle. The only limiting 
factor to their joy was the 
limitation of guests in line with 
COVID-19 regulations.

The Guest of Honour at Chaibu's 
wedding ceremony, the Commandant 
Recruit Training Depot, Lieutenant 
Colonel Munyaradzi Marimbindi 
urged soldiers to respect the marriage 
institution as it was the cornerstone of 
successful and fruitful marriages.

Staff Reporters

Military Weddings Happen in Style
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Private Nkomo Artwell and his wife Ntombizile Ncube cutting the cake during their wedding in Bulawayo on 24 April 2021.

Lance Coporal Rugoda Wisdom and wife Beauty Tendai Rugoda 
walking through an arch of rifles during their wedding at Alice 

Gardens, Chitungwiza on 29 May 2021.
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The second quarter of 2021 will go 
down memory lane as one of the 
d a r k e s t  p e r i o d s  f o r  t h e 

Zimbabwe National Army. This is the 
period that the organisation suffered a 
lot of devastation following the death of 
Commander Zimbabwe National Army, 
Lieutenant General Edzai Absalom 
Chanyuka Chimonyo on 8 July 2021. 
This was hard on the heels of losing yet 
another gallant son of the soil, Colonel 

Christopher Mayoyo on 23 April 2021. 
As if that was not enough, the Army 
suffered yet another major loss when 
Major General (Retired) Clever 
Shadreck Chiramba passed away on 27 
June 2021.
While still trying to come to terms with 
what was happening, two more gallant 
sons of the soil in Colonel Panganai 
Kahuni and Lieutenant Colonel 
Christopher Wonder Kaserera passed 
away on the same day on 11 July 2021 in 
Gweru and Mabvuku, respectively. 
Colonel Mayoyo passed away at his 
Jatala Estates Farm in Triangle.
He was 63.
The late Colonel Mayoyo, whose 
Chimurenga name was  Char les 
Muchadura, was born on 5 November 
1958 in Mayoyo Village, Zaka District, 
Masvingo Province under Headman 
Murembwa. He did his primary 
education at Mudavanhu School before 
proceeding for secondary education at 
Mashoko Secondary School in Bikita 
and later Goromonzi High School for 
Advanced Level.
Colonel Mayoyo joined the liberation 
struggle in 1976 and underwent military 
training at Takawira 2 in Mozambique 
before being moved to Nachingwea in 
Tanzania for further military training. 
One of his greatest contributions was in 

the training of fellow liberation war 
fighters which became his hallmark as 
he remained a trainer for the greater part 
of the struggle. Alongside other 
instructors, he was instrumental in the 
training of the Sasa Maliza Task Force 
which he went on to deploy and operate 
with in Wedza until ceasefire. 
The late Senior Officer was attested into 
the Zimbabwe National Army on 25 
March 1980 as a private and rose 
through the ranks to the rank of colonel, 
the rank he held until the time of his 
death. He served with various units 
among them 21 Infantry Battalion, 
Harare Base Workshops, Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering Directorate 
and Zimbabwe Staff College. 
He also held several appointments 
which included Directing Staff at the 
Zimbabwe Staff College, Commanding 
Officer Harare Base Workshops and 
Director Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering Directorate.
The late Colonel Mayoyo is survived by 
wife Priscilla Mayoyo, four children 
and five grandchildren.

Major General (Retired) Chiramba  
passed on at Parirenyatwa Hospital due 
to COVID-19 complications.
He was 66.
The late Major General Chiramba, 
w h o s e  C h i m u r e n g a  n a m e  w a s 
'Simangaliso Gumede', was born on 02 
February 1955 in Chivi District. He did 
primary education at Jenya Primary 
School in Chivi from 1961 to 1968 
before proceeding for secondary 
education at Temeraire Secondary 
School in Mashava from 1970 to 1971. 
He joined the liberation struggle in June 
1974 when he crossed the border into 
Botswana through Plumtree. Some of 
the comrades that the late general was 
among when they  crossed  in to 
Botswana included Paul Hamadziripi 
and Steven Nyamande.
Their group subsequently went to 
Zambia and later to Tanzania where they 
commenced mili tary training at 
Morogoro Training Camp. It was at 
Morogoro that he met and trained 
together with the current Commander 
Defence Forces, General Philip Valerio 
Sibanda until November 1974. 
After distinguishing himself during the 
in i t ia l  t ra in ing,  Major  Genera l 
Chiramba was among the few selected 
to undergo Cadet Light Artillery 
Weapons Training in Ukraine, between 
November 1974 and October 1975, 
during the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics era. 
He operated in Mt Darwin under the 
Nyombwe Detachment in the Nehanda 
Sector, initially as a 60mm Mortar 
Operator and later as a logistician up to 
1978. He was subsequently promoted to 
become a member of the ZANLA 
G e n e r a l  S t a ff ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
Operational Logistics at the rear. 
The late general was attested into the 
Zimbabwe National Army on 16 April 
1980 and was commissioned as a 
colonel. He played an instrumental role 
in the integration of former warring 
parties to form the Zimbabwe National 
Army. After integration, he was 
appoin ted  Commanding  Officer 
Mashonaland Services Corps from 1981 
up to December 1983. Later, in 1984, he 
was appointed Commander Bulawayo 
District until 1985 when he was 
appointed Deputy Commander 5 
Infantry Brigade. Major General 
Chiramba was to remain with 5 Infantry 
Brigade until January 1988, when he 
was posted to 3 Infantry Brigade as 
Acting Commander. 
He also held various other appointments 
which include Commander Zimbabwe 
Engineers Corps, Commander 3 
Infantry Brigade, and Commander 5 
Infantry Brigade.
Major General (Retired) Chiramba is 
survived by wife Beatrice, eight 
children and fourteen grandchildren.

Staff Reporter

The late Colonel Mayoyo.

ZNA Goes through Dark Period as it Mourns its Commanders

The late Major General (Rtd) Chiramba 
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Colonel Panganai Kahuni passed on at 
his home in Hertfordshire in Gweru.
He was 61.
Known by his Chimurenga name as 
Lion Chadzonga, the late Colonel 
Kahuni was born on 11 April 1960 in 
Murewa to Spider Kahuni and Elnela 
Kahuni (nee Kavumhura). He attended 
Manyika Primary School from 1966 to 
1972 before proceeding for secondary 
education at Uzumba F2 Secondary 
School.
The late Colonel Kahuni joined the 
Liberation Struggle on 6 December 
1 9 7 6  w h e n  h e  c r o s s e d  i n t o 
Mozambique where he briefly stayed at 
Doroi before he was moved to Chimoio 
for initial military training. He later did 
r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a t 
Nachingwea in Tanzania in 1977. 
While in Tanzania, he was also selected 
to do a Leadership and Instructors 
Course in 1978 before he was 
appointed an instructor for the training 
of the Sasa Maliza Group. 
The late Colonel Kahuni later deployed 
to the front where he operated in 
Manica Province until ceasefire, when 
he and other comrades were moved to 
Dzapasi Assembly Point in Buhera.
He was attested into the Zimbabwe 
National Army as a Private on 25 
March 1980.  Colonel Kahuni held 
several appointments among them, the 
Platoon Commander at 1 Mechanised 
B a t t a l i o n  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  O ffi c e r 
Commanding 63 Infantry Battalion in 
1 9 8 6 ,  C o m m a n d i n g  O ffi c e r  2 
Mechanised Battalion in 1996 and 
Deputy Commandant Regional Peace 
Keeping Training Centre in 2017, the 
appointment he held at the time of his 
death.  
The late Senior Officer was a holder of 
Diploma in General Management with 

t h e  Z i m b a b w e  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Management, Diploma in Defence and 
Strategic Studies with the University of 
Zimbabwe, Masters of Business 
Administration with Midlands State 
University and Doctor of Philosophy 
(Ethics) with University of Kwazulu 
Natal.
The late Kahuni was declared a 
Liberation War Hero and was buried at 
the Midlands Provincial Heroes Acre 
on 14 July 2021. He is survived by wife 
Violet Kahuni (nee Kazambara) and 
five children. 
Lieutenant Colonel Kaserera whose 
Chimurenga was Wonder Chiororo 
d i e d  f r o m  C O V I D - 1 9  r e l a t e d 
complications. 
He was 61.
Lieutenant Colonel Kaserera was born 
on 12 October 1959 at Mabvuku Clinic 
in Harare to Willie Kaserera and 
Callina Kaserera (nee Makaza) in a 
family of seven. He attended Mabvuku 
Primary School from 1966 to 1972 
before enroll ing for  secondary 
education at Hartzell High School near 
Mutare in 1973. 
He joined the Liberation Struggle in 
August 1975 when he crossed the 
border to Mozambique. The late 
Lieutenant Colonel Kaserera received 
military training at Tembwe in Tete 
Province up to October 1976. Upon 
completion of training, he was 
deployed to operate under Nehanda 
Sector in Tete Province where he was 
appointed Personal Staff Officer in 
charge of security to the Sectorial 
Commander. He was later redeployed 
to Chaminuka Sector in the same 
province, where he operated for some 
time before returning to Tembwe in 
Mozambique after sustaining injuries 
in the battlefield. While recuperating at 
Tembwe, he was transferred to Pungwe 
Base in Manica Province after an attack 
from the Rhodesian Security Forces. 
After he had fully recovered, the late 
senior officer was briefly assigned to an 
ammunition base in Mavonde in 1978 
before he was eventually deployed into 
the Tangwena Sector under Manica 
Province. There he operated under the 
Mandeya Detachment up to the time of 
the ceasefire. 
He was attested into the Zimbabwe 
National Army on 01 May 1981 as a 
major equivalent and posted to 17 
Infantry Battalion as an Officer 
Commanding. During his long and 

illustrious career, Lieutenant Colonel 
Kaserera served under 22 Infantry 
Battalion as Officer Commanding from 
1 9 8 2  t o  1 9 8 3 ,  C o u r s e  O ffi c e r 
Zimbabwe Military Academy from 
1983 to 1987, Brigade Major 2 Infantry 
Brigade and Commanding Officer 41 
Combat Group. At the time of his death, 
the late Lieutenant Colonel Kaserera 
was attached to Command Agriculture 
as Administration Staff Officer (Grade 
1).  
The late general and senior officers did 
various military and professional 
courses that were commensurate to 
their ranks. These include Company 
Commanders' Course, Joint Command 
and Staff Course and the Battalion 
Group Commanders' Course.
For their gallantry and selfless 
dedication to Zimbabwe, the late 
general and senior officers were 
awarded various medals which include 
the Liberation Medal, Independence 
Medal, Ten Years' Service Medal, Long 
and Exemplary Service Medal, 
Mozambique Campaign Medal, 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Campaign Medal and the Officer of the 
Zimbabwe Order of Merit Award.
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or journalists in the newsrooms in Fthe city or town, chasing news 
diaries in sports, politics, gossip 

and the bizarre, among many others, 
seems to be the usual business of the day. 
Likewise, the writer was used to this type 
of newsroom lifestyle for years. 
However, February 2021 marked a major 
turning point from this type of life as a 
professional journalist. I was attached as 
a reporter to the National Mine Clearance 
Squadron which is responsible for 
carrying out humanitarian demining 
operations along Zimbabwe's border with 
Mozambique.
When duty called, I just picked up my 
pen, a notebook, camera and other 
accessories and said my goodbyes to 
workmates and family. Saying goodbye 
to your loved ones, especially your family 
is not easy. However, the zeal to serve my 
country and national pride engulfed me 
and I had to gird up all my loins for the 
mission. Though I did not know what was 
lying ahead, I was just looking forward to 
the day when I would be given a heroes' 
welcome, upon returning back to the 
newsroom after a successful mission. 
Life among deminers as a journalist is 
uncer ta in  but  very adventurous . 
Reminiscing our newsroom routine back 
in the capital, my early days in the jungle 

proved to be a nightmare. With no Wi-Fi, 
internet connectivity and telephone, I felt 
very emasculated and nostalgic. I had to 
quickly adjust to the new normal and 
adapt to the new environment. Imagine an 
environment where mobile network is 
accessible for only four hours a day and 
its availability is met by cheers from 
locals.
Socialisation with the local Shangani 
communities became the order of the day 
after working hours. To a visitor, the 
experience might be quite interesting and 
however adventurous. One would admire 
the richness of the Shangani culture, 
barring the obvious language barriers. 
Fortunately, the locals could at times 
speak in Shona with a heavy Shangani 
accent and that made it easier for us to 
communicate.
Social soccer is one of the main activities 
which unite deminers and the locals. 
During the 2021 Easter Holidays, 
hundreds of soccer fans converged at 
Mugivisi Primary School near Dumisa in 
Chiredzi South for one such tournament. 
The tournament drew teams from as far as 
the Mozambican side of the border. 
Commanding Officer 1 Engineer Support 
Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Zhurunawo led the Deminers team to 
fi g h t  f o r  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  t i t l e . 

Unfortunately, the Deminers team was 
denied that opportunity by Chishinya 
Football Club from clinching the title in 
an epic final played on 11 April 2021. 
Quaffing opaque beer is another way the 
deminers socialise with the locals.   
Faced with a dilemma on which beer to 
drink is the order of the day. The locals 
introduced us to a variety of homemade 
t radi t ional  brews which include 
Chidzudzani (a highly intoxicating one-
day sorghum brew), Njemani (loosely 
translated as German or palm wine) 
which is drawn from palm trees, 
Chikavatlana (watermelon brewed beer), 
Chokovhani (one-day mixture of water, 
sugar and yeast), among others.
Living and working among deminers and 
the local community is as intriguing as 
the uncertainties that characterise their 
day to day experiences. Each day is a life 
lived and each landmine extracted and 
destroyed is a source of inspiration and 
hope not only for the deminers, but for the 
majority the world over who wish to see a 
landmine free world. The deminer is a 
hero who needs all the support and 
encouragement. My pen and notebook 
are my weapons as I strive to make an 
impact for this cause. Let us appreciate 
and celebrate these heroes of our time!! 

By Isau Njereka

Living Among Deminers-a Journalistic Perspective
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National Mine Clearance Squadron deminers engage in various sporting activities with Dumisa locals during their spare time.



He a d q u a r t e r s  2 
Brigade footbal l 
outfit, Cranborne 

Bullets FC “The Hurricanes” 
who were promoted to the 
Premier Soccer League in 
2019, has begun serious 
preparations for the return of 
football in the country after a 
l o n g  b r e a k  d u e  t o  t h e 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Premier Soccer League 
proposed the  re turn  of 
football in a season-opening 
cluster tournament scheduled 
for May 2021. Eighteen clubs 
have been divided into four groups and 
Cranborne Bullets was placed in the same 
group with Black Rhinos, Manica 
Diamonds and Tenax. 
“The Hurricanes” coach, Nesbert “Yabo” 
Saruchera said preparations for the 2021 
Premier Soccer League were well on 
course.  “We have already started 
preparations for the coming PSL and our 
players are also focused for the cluster 
competition,” Saruchera said.
He added that the team would not be 
intimidated by the big guns in the PSL. 
“We have the best players who are focused 
to play in the premiership and who would 

want to showcase their talent in the top 
flight league. We do not feel intimidated by 
the big guns in the league, we will give it 
our all and remain focused for the ultimate 
prize.”
“We have the right quality of players to 
chal lenge for  the honours  in  the 
Premiership League. We are building a 
formidable team that has a fusion of 
experienced players and novices,” he said. 
Cranborne Bullets Organising Secretary, 
Sergeant Manene Shadreck said as part of 
preparations, the team signed new players 
among them Wonder Kapinda and Tapiwa 
Sibanda from Black Rhinos as well and 

Kudakwashe Chidonza from Yadah 
Football Club. 
Team Captain, Prince Mutasa said the 
team has all it takes to win this cluster 
t o u r n a m e n t .  M u t a s a  f u r t h e r 
highlighted that the team had already 
gone through necessary COVID-19 
tests and vaccination adding that he is 
happy that all the players and 
technical team were safe from the 
virus. 
The team got a boost in their 
preparations when micro finance 
c o m p a n y  F M C  h a n d e d  o v e r 
travelling gear, training and playing 
k i t  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1  s e a s o n  a t 

Headquarters 2 Infantry Brigade on 20 
May 2021. The company has been 
sponsoring the team since it was in 
Division Two.
Meanwhile, Cranborne Bullets got off to a 
flying start in the Premier Soccer League 
with a 1-0 victory over seasoned 
campaigners, Manica Diamonds in the 
Chibuku Super Cup Group 3 encounter at 
Sakubva Stadium in Mutare followed by a 
nil all draw with fellow Army side Black 
Rhinos at the same venue. 

Ngonidzashe Mwanyisa

Cranborne Bullets Prepare for their Debut Premiership Experience
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Army side, Black Rhinos Queens 
made history after they were 
selected by ZIFA to represent the 

country in the inaugural CAF Women's 
Champions League to be played in 
Morocco in November this year. The 
Queens, however, will first battle it out 
against other teams from the COSAFA 
bloc in qualifiers slated for May to August 
2021.
Black Rhinos Queens will face seven 
regional powerhouses which are Prisons 
XI of Botswana, Manzini Wanderers LFC 
of Eswatini, Lesotho Defence Force of 
Lesotho, Costa Do Sol of Mozambique, 
Tura Magic FC of Namibia, Mamelodi 
Sundowns Ladies FC of South Africa and 
Green Buffaloes Women FC of Zambia. 
Winners will then face other teams from 
the continent in the CAF Women's 
Champions League. 
Speaking in an interview with the ZNA 
Magazine, Black Rhinos Queens Coach, 
Kudakwashe Matuwi said he was proud 
that the team was selected to represent the 
country in the prestigious tournament.
“I am overjoyed that our team will 
represent the country in the regional 
tournament. We are going to work really 
hard so that we go all the way to the finals 
to be played in Morocco. We don't want to 

go there just to make numbers but to fight 
to bring home the trophy,” he said.
Matuwi said although there was no 
competitive football in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the team had 
already begun preparations for the 
upcoming tournament.  He further 
highlighted that he believed in the crop of 
players that he was working with.  
Formed in 2004, Black Rhinos Queens has 
become a dominant force in women's 
football in the country. The Army team has 
also contributed several players to the 
national 
women's 
team, the 
M i g h t y 
Warriors
.  T h e 
impressi
ve list of 
p layers 
w h o 
play for 
t h e 
national 
t e a m 
include 
D a i s y 
Kaitano, 
Patience 

Mujuru, Lynett Mutokuto and Rutendo 
Makore aka “Madzimai”. At some point, 
three quarters of the Mighty Warriors line-
up was composed of these Army members. 
On the same note, some of these Rhinos 
Queens have been signed on by top 
European clubs. These are Rutendo 
Makore who played for Spanish Club 
Sporting de club Hulvea in 2017 and 
Emmaculate Msipa who is currently 
playing for another Spanish club CF 
Joventut Aimassora.

Ngonidzashe Mwanyisa 
Black Rhinos Queens in Inaugural CAF Women's Champions League

Black Rhinos Queens selected to represent the country in the inaugural 
CAF Women's Champions league to be held in Morocco later this year.

Cranborne Bullets Football Club team players during one of 
their training sessions at Headquarters 2 Infantry Brigade.
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lack Rhinos Football Club Breceived sports kit donations 
from Fossil Agro (Pvt) Ltd and 

Moonl igh t  Funera l  Assurance 
Company. Brigadier General Training, 
Brigadier General Ephias Mahachi 
received the donations on behalf of the 
team at an event held at Josiah 
Magama Tongogara Barracks on 20 
May 2021. The kit included soccer 
uniforms, training bibs, soccer balls, t-
shirts, sunny hats, and caps.
Speaking soon after accepting the 
donation, Brigadier General Mahachi 
said the gesture had come at the most 
appropriate time when the team was 
preparing for the Chibuku Super Cup 
tournament which started on 22 May 
2021.
“I personally, on behalf of the Black 
Rhinos FC Patron, management and 
team supporters, would like to extend 
our sincere appreciation of the 
sponsorship. Our teams were not 
involved in any competitive games for 
almost a year and half due to the 

lockdown to control the COVID 19. 
The situation will be compounded by 
the fact that games are going to be 
played in empty stadiums as a way of 
implementing the Government 
measures to curb the spread of 
COVID-19. We, therefore, have no 
choice but to plead with our corporate 
sponsors to come to the rescue,” he 
said.
Black Rhinos FC players resumed 
football activities after undergoing the 
mandatory COVID-19 tests and 
conforming to laid down health 
guidelines and protocols. The club was 
able to compete in the player transfer 
market  in  order  to  bols ter  i ts 
competitive edge. Some of the new 
players brought on board include 
Tawanda  Macheke ,  Kudzana i 
Dhemere and Edgar Mhungu all 
formerly of Dynamos FC. Simon 
Shanga and Ashwald Phiri formerly of 
Tongogara FC and Mushowani Stars 
FC respectively, also made it into the 
Rhinos team during the transfer 

window.
Brigadier General Mahachi extended 
his appreciation to Delta Beverages as 
the main sponsor of the Premier 
Soccer League, for bankrolling the 
return to football with the Chibuku 
Super Cup.
Ms Loraine Rubaba, who is the 
marketing officer represented Fossil 
Agro (Pvt) Ltd while Dr Makina 
Tichanzwana represented Moonlight 
Funeral Assurance. 
Meanwhi le ,  Black  Rhinos  FC 
clobbered Tenax by 4 goals to 1 in a 
C h i b u k u  S u p e r  C u p  G r o u p  3 
encounter on 22 May 2021. The Army 
side then played a nil all stalemate 
against fellow army side Cranborne 
Bullets on 29 May 2021 at Sakubva 
Stadium. 

Olivia Chiyangwa

Black Rhinos FC Receives Sports Kit Donations
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Brigadier General Training, Brigadier General Ephias Mahachi receiving kit donated by Fossil Agro Chemicals 
at Army Headquarters on 20 May 2021.



ZN A f e m a l e  b o x e r,  L a n c e 
Corporal Egnes Kwashi shone 
during the Zimbabwe Boxing 

Federation Tournament held at Gokwe 
Hotel from 5 to 6 June 2021. The boxer 
is part of the Black Rhinos team which 
scooped the overall award for Best 
Performing Team at the tournament.
Commenting on her exploits at the 
tournament, Lance Corporal Kwashi 
who won gold in the female Fly Weight 
category said, “I can say I have gained a 
lot of experience as I have so far won 
five gold medals from the matches I 
have played in Zimbabwe. I also 
participated at the International Military 
Sports Council (CISM) Games in China 
in 2019, something which has helped me 
gain the much needed exposure in my 
career.” 
The Zimbabwe National Army team 
was composed of 12 boxers with nine 
managing to participate in various 
categories where several of the military 
pugilists won gold medals. Lance 
Corporal Kamoto Luckmore emerged 
the outstanding boxer after knocking out 
Panodaishe Mlilwane of Jabin Boxing 
Club in the first round.
The ZNA boxers participated in 
categories which included the female 
fly-weight division, where Lance 
Corporal Egnes Kwashi emerged 
victorious. Civilian Marshal Shiri won 

in the Male Bantam Weight, while 
Lance Corporal Kamoto scooped gold 
in the Light Weight Division. Corporal 
Mutemeri Munyaradzi won in the Light 
Welterweight category. Sande Jealous 
got the better of his opponent in the 
Middle Weight Division, while Lance 
Corporal Masina Simisenkosi and Job 
Mupazviripo went for gold in the 

Welterweight and Light Weight for 
junior boxers, respectively.
The tournament, was held to select 
boxers who will represent Zimbabwe at 
an invitational international boxing 
tournament that was scheduled for 31 
July 2021 in Victoria Falls. By amassing 
more gold medals than any other club, 
Black Rhinos automatically emerged 
the best performing team and was duly 
presented with a floating shield for the 
exploits.
The Black Rhinos Boxing team 
identifies talent from various schools 
before grooming the youngsters into 
champion boxers. The team which 
participated in Gokwe had two young 
boxers, namely, Isaac Mazone (17) and 
Job Mupazviripo (18), who are still 
studying at Churchill Boys High School. 
Mupazviripo also won a gold medal at 
the tournament.
Meanwhile, Black Rhinos Boxing 
Club's Corporal Phillip Musariri won a 
professional bout with a third round 
knockout of his opponent at Harare 
Show Grounds on 5 June 2021. The 
boxer is preparing for an international 
bout where he was scheduled to face 
Lemry Simbeye of Zambia on 3 July 
2021 if  authori t ies  al lowed the 
tournament to go ahead in view of the 
latest COVID-19 lockdown measures.

                                                           

Olivia Chiyangwa 

ZNA Female Boxer Excels at Gokwe Tournament
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Lance Corporal Kwashi Egnes.

Black Rhinos boxing team posing for photo after winning the Best Performing Team Shield at the 
Zimbabwe Boxing Tournament held in Gokwe from 5 to 6 June 2021.
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44
 

Motor Transport Officer [3]
 

16
 
Fester [3]

 
47
 

We [2]
 

17
 
Minister of Defence [5]

 
49
 

Junior rank in the ZNA [3]
 

19
 

Single [3]
 

51
 

Sprint [3]
 

21

 

Trap [5]

 

52

 

Great [3]

 

22

 

In Charge [2]

 

53

 

Papa November [2]

 

23

 

Intelligence Officer [2]

 

54

 

Radiate [4]

 

24

 

Kilometre [2]

 

56

 

For example [2]

 

25

 

Assignment [4]

 

57

 

Late Zimbabwe General [9]

 

27

 

Employ [3]

 

62

 

Father Zimbabwe [5]

 

30

 

Soil in Shona [4]

 

63

 

Low Intensity Operation [3]

 

32

 

DRC Campaign [3]

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
 

Guruve formerly [8]
 

33
 

Social Services
 

[2]
 

2

 

Killed in action [3]

 

34

 

Lieutenant

 

[2]

 

3

 

Military trainee [5]

 

37

 

Short for thank you

 

[2]

 

4

 

Short for Ordinance [3]

 

39

 

Gentle strike

 

[3]

 

5

 

Rowing aid

 

[3]

 

40

 

Romeo Oscar

 

[2]

 

6

 

Non-Commissioned Officer

 

[3]

 

41

 

Chief of Staff Quartermaster Staff

 

[4]

 

7

 

Offensive operation

 

[6]

 

43

 

Former RBZ Governor

 

[4]

 

11

 

Alpha Papa

 

[2]

 

45

 

Ordeal

 

[5]

 

12

 

Fighting vehicle

 

[4]

 

46

 

Not In

 

[3]

 

13

 

Brigadier General Inspectorate

 

[5]

 

48

 

Mark or gesture

 

[4]

 

14

 

Fish eggs

 

[3]

 

50

 

Beverage

 

[3]

 

18

 

Personnel Services

 

[2]

 

53

 

Presidential Guard

 

[2]

 

20

 

Mineral mined in Zimbabwe

 

[7]

 

55

 

Warrant Officer Class One [2]

 

22

 

Third person singular

 

[2]

 

57

 

Direction

 

[2]

 

26

 

Short for August

 

[3]

 

58

 

Oscar Mike

 

[2]

 

28

 

Screen troops movement

 

[5]

 

59

 

Negative

 

[2]

 

29

 

Make a mistake

 

[3]

 

60

 

General Manager

 

[2]

 

31

 

Animal doctor

 

[3]

 

61

 

Commanding Officer

 

[2]

 

Compiled by Major Brian Machemedze

31

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 








